20                              ADAM SMITH                         [CHAP.

an attentive consideration. It did, however, require
attentive consideration, and but for Aristotle "might
without examination have continued to be the current
philosophy for a century or two." This early and
unnoticed composition proves that Smith had thought
deeply on metaphysics though he deliberately avoided
them in his masterpieces.

He found time to translate and read part of the
essay as a Latin dissertation \ but his engagements in
Edinburgh prevented him from taking up his new work
before the autumn. When October came he found
his task doubled. Craigie, the Professor of Ethics,
had fallen ill, and had been ordered to Lisbon for
Ms health. Smith was informed of this by Dr. Cullen,
one of his new colleagues, and was requested to
undertake Craigie's duties. It was further suggested
that he should pay particular attention to juris-
prudence and politics, which were held to fall within
the province of moral philosophy. Smith replies
(3rd September 1751) that he will gladly relieve Craigie
of Ms class, and will willingly undertake to lecture on
natural jurisprudence and politics.

The session began on the 10th of October, and
soon afterwards came the news of Craigie's death.
Smith detested the sophisms of what he called " the
cobweb science" of Ontology, and cared little for
the Logic of the schools. He was anxious, therefore,
to be transferred to the 'Chair of Ethics, and at the
same time formed a design with other friends to pro-
cure the appointment of Ms friend David Hume to the
chair of Logic. But the prejudice against Hume
proved too strong. "I should prefer David Hume to
any man for the college," Smith wrote privately to